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Mmd^ti k ihe Shleei spoken hj the tribe who call themselves hdrd-ko, or, * men/ 
The number of speakers is about half a million. 

Mundari literally moans the language of the Mundas. According to Mr. Risley, 
N m of the Ian ua e * ^^^ name Muncla is of Sanskrit origin. It means headman 

of a village, and is a titular or functional designation used 
by the members of the tribe, as well as by outsiders, as a distinctive name much in the 
same way as the-Santals call themselves Manjhi, the Bhumij Sardar, and the Khambu of 
the Darjiling hills Jimdar.' 

The principal home of the Mundas is the southern and western portion of Ranchi 
... ^. ^ . District. There are, moreover, speakers in Palamau and the 

Area wfthm which spoken. - „ ., , L - , ^ ^^^ 

south-east of Hazaribagh. Towards the south we find 
Mundari spoken side by side with Ho in the north of Singbhum. Speakers are further 
found scattered over the Chota Nagpur Tributary States, especially in Bonai and Sarguja, 
and further to the south-west, in Bamra and Sambalpur and the neighbouring districts of 
the Central Provinces. Emigrants have further brought the dialect to Jalpaiguri, 
Dinajpur, Kajshahi, the 24-Parganas, and other districts of the Bengal Presidency, and 
to the tea-gardens of Assam. The Mundas of Banchi assert that they have come from 
the north-east. 

With regard to sub-dialects Mundari can be compared with Santali. The difference 

is mainly to be found in the vocabulary borrowed from 

Dialects. , , f 

Aryan neighbours, and in the grammatical modifications 
occasioned by the neighbouring Aryan forms of speech. 

The most idiomatic Mundari is spoken in Mankipatti, a tract of land to the south* 
east of the town of Eanohi, comprising Tamar and a part of Singbhum. The Mundari of 
Palamau is almost identical. 

In Hazaribagh and in Sftmbalpur and Bamra the dialect has come under the influ- 
ence of the neighbouring Aryan forms of speech. In all essential points, however, it 
agrees with the Mundari of Ranchi and Palamau. The same is the case in the State of 
Patna. 

In the State of Sonpur the Mupdas are found scattered in villages bordering on the 
jungles. They have originally come from Chota Nagpur and must formerly have spoken 
the same dialect as their cousins in Banchi. At the present day, however, they hare 
almost entirely forgotten their old speech, and they now use a form of Oriya, intermixed 
with Mundari words. 

The Kurukhs in the neighbourhood of the town of Banchi have adopted Mundari as 
their home tongue. Their dialect is known under the denomination of JBoro4i3 jhagar. 
We have no information about its character. It is, however, probable that it is identical 
with the dialect spoken by the so-called ' Kera-TJraons ' to the east of Ranchi. Father 
de Smet is, so far as I am aware, the only authority who mentions that form of Mupdari. 
He states that the principal peculiarity of the dialect is that an r is substituted for the 
final f or d of verbal tenses; ili\my jdm-ker-^d-m instead of jdm-ked-d'm, thou atest. 

Buring the preliminary operations of this Survey, a Kol dialect called Bhuyau was 
reported to exist in Sambalpur. No specimens of any form of speech bearing this name 
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have been forwarded, and no such dialect occnrs in the Sambalpnr tables of the last 
Census. It is therefore probable that Bhuyau is the dialect of the Munda Bhuiyas of the 
district, and the Bhuyau figures have, accordingly, been shown under Mundari. 

Closely related forms of speech are spoken by the Bhumij tribe of Singbhum and 
neighbourhood; by the BirhSrs of Hazaribagh, Ranchi, Singbhum and adjoining 
districts, and by most of the so-called Kodas, Those dialects will therefore be dealt with 
immediately after Mundari. The dialect of the Hos or Larka Kols of Singbhum is also 
so closely connected with Mundari that it can almost be described as a sub-dialect of that 
form of speech. 

According to information collected for the purposes of this Survey, Mundari wa& 
Number of speakers. spokcu as a vemaculftr in the following districts :— 

Bengal Preadency-* 

Hftsaribagli t««*»««-*« i^^ 

R»iicM 322,148 

P»kmau .......... 30,000 

Jftiiipur Stale ......... 100 

Bonai State .......... *78 

Sargmja State ......... 395 

Tol»l Bengal Pfeddency . 353,246 
Central Provinces— 

Sambalpnr • . . • 7,500 

Sakti • 700 

Bamra .......... 13,569 

Rairakhol .......... 312 

Sonpnr ,••...•*•• 1,250 

Patna . 250 

Total Central ProTincea . 23,581 

Total • 876,827 

Of the 7,500 speakers returned from Sambalpnr, 1,500 were stated to speak Bhuyau. 
Outside the area where it is a vernacular Mundari was returned from the following 
districts : — 

Bengal Preeidencsy— 

Jftlpaiguri . ,.....••* 8,965 

Angnl and Khondmals •..,... 46 

9,011 

Central Provinces — 

Kalahandi • . . . . 40 

Aaaam.-- 

CaoJiar.P>mi ......... 896 

Sylhet ' 300 

Kamrup ♦ 200 

Darrwig ....•••'•• 2,300 

Nowgong ,...••••.. 1,350 

Sibaagar , . . 2,800 

lAkhimpnr ......... 12,800 

' 20,646 

GtAHD Total . 29,697 



w 



By adding thest ftgtif es we arrire at an ostfmttted total of mpfmken of Mu^dari at 
liOixie and abroadi as follows :— 

Mq^^M •po]i^e& &t home • • • 376|827 

Mn^^ixf ipokan mhtmA . . , . . , . • . 29,697 

ToTAt. . 406,524 

Tlie oolTOsponding figures at tiie last Oensos of 1901 were as follows > 

Bengal Pi«sideiioy-&- 

Burdwan •.♦......• 885 

Birbkam . *, . . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 214 

Bankum gj 

Midoapore •♦.••,#... 510 

Hoogly . •.....••.. 670 

Howiak ••..«, •••79 

24-Ptogaiias ....... ^. . . 4,490 

Kadia . •••••...•. 42 

Mursliidi^bad . • ' 224 

Jessore •»..,,,, ^ 4 

^^^Im '.11'.^ 412 

BajthaW ..•,.,.,,.. 4,255 

Biaajpur .......... 3,528 

J^alpaignri .......... 10,290 

DafjeeHiig .......... 3,783 

**»iPW • •• . ........ 687 

B<W» J,421 

Pabna ....,...,., 8 

l>«5oa 84 

BackCTgunge .......... 118 

OMtflagoiig Hai Traoto . 16 

Patna ........... 2 

Miagalpar , . 809 

Pnniea *.......,.. 96 

^•l^a ... . . . , . . , . 63 

Sontliai Parganas ......... 849 

Aogul and KJiondmals 619 

Hasadibagli . . . . . . . . , , 7,910 

KanoM ............ 298,611 

Palamaa ............ 8,524 

Manbiram ......... . 1,886 

Singbkum . . ... . . . . . 32,743 

Knck Bibar .......... 2 

Orkia Tributary Stat0« . 837 

Cbota Kagpur Tribnlppy Stotes . . . . , . . 18,576 

HiU Tippera ......,.., 125 

Total Bengal Presidency . 408,888 

Central Province*— 

Sambalpni" ^ 10,844 

^kti ........... 4|i 

Sarangarb .......... 82 

Bfttnm ........... 6,023 

Bairakbol . . ....... 825 

Sonpur . . , . 594 

Patna ^1 

Kalabandi ••.•••...« 146 

Total Oentml ProTiAoes . 18,769 
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OaoHar PluAa .......... 1,450 

Sylhet 1,027 

Qoalparft ........... 9 

Kamrvp 468 

Barrang • • » . 6,642 

Nowgong •.••••.«.. 608 

Sibsagar .......,<... 5,438 

Laldiimpur •....•...• 21,698 

Korlh Caoliar ... 42 

Naga Hills 29 

Total Assam . 37,411 



Gband Total . 459,553 



It has been found ooaTement to add to this total some speakers who hare been 
returned tinder the head of Kol, and who cannot be shown to speak any other Mui^da 
dialects, t?i0.-— 

Assam ........... 1,169 

Ttnlted Proyinces .«....••.• 3 

Berar (Bsssim) ••.••..••• 19 

TOTAi . 1,191 



The total number of speakers of Mundarl can therefore be put down at 460,74t4* 
It is, of course, possible that the speakers of * Eol ' do not belong to Mundarl, but are 
Etlhfts. Their number is, howeTer, so small that no great harm can be done in showing 
them under that language. 
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